Professor Receives National Honor

By Anne Muilmq_

Bullel Mews Bdior

" ‘President. Bill"Clinton honcred James

Farmer, distinguistied professor of historyand -
American studies; withthe Presidential Medal

“'of Fieedom on Jan. 15, [hc blrlhduy of Mértin
Luther Klng, B [ :
_Farmetwas delightéd by the award

“I had bccn hopmg fori [or some time,” -

Furriver-said, -

The Prcsldcnual Mcdal oI Frccdom is lh:.-
hlgthl civiliai henor the President: can

award. “Recipicnts of the medal have made

:mporlanl contiibutions 1o national interests,”
- proceedings. ‘
“There were bazil hons ‘of camicras dnd {ots

wor]d peace orother cultural cndcavors

mer: started the Congress On Racial .

Equailty as its director. in' 1942. Usmg the
nonviolent luchmquu ‘of Gandhi, Farmer
Rlngu] sil-ing aL scgregated ‘restatrants in
Chicago. However, Farmeér's most important
civil rights protest Mappened in 1961 when
lic originated the Freedom Rides, challenging
interslote bus segregation.

*|The Freedom Rides were) o daubt the
most dramalic and most successiul action of
the civil rights movement,” Farmer said.

Furmier arended the ceremany, givea m the

Egst Reom of the While House, with some
members of his family incleding his
-uaunitu:rﬁ Tami and ~Abbey, -and his
gmnddaughter Ablgalu, who cclcbralcd her
10th b1rthday at the White House lhnt day.

‘According to: Philip: Hall,-vice: prcSldcnt'
“of academic affairs-and, dean.of the faculty -
'who aucndcd thi ceremOny. Farmer sang.

“Happy' Bmhclay“ 10 Ius granddaughlcr i hlS ;
“degp; baritone voice. i

Hall deseribed the: Easl Room as adorm:d Lod

with chandélicrs;. Surroundmg the chiaits for -

all the gicsts, the mc:l ia had'set up p]atfonns
and step ladders: so they could watch the

ol light,” Hall said, :
" Hall further said that Hilary C]mlon

opened the ceremony with aspeechabout the.,
significance of the medal and concluded that

the recipients were “a group of ordinary
Amcricans who' hdd done cxlmurdmary

" lhings.” 3
Hull said that President Clmton next said -

something about each recipicat, fifteen in

" lotal, before he placed the medal around his

" during this whola thing," Holl said.
" famous people.- The President also aworde

‘the mcdal teArnold Aronson, a fellow civi
- rights leader who cofounded the Leadcrshlp,:'

‘boss.:

.in this country, and needless’to'say, I'was | <
-'.honored and. flattered,” Farmer szud ""I“his,, N
"~ was the cap of my career.” .’ i

i 'rcccpuon at the Hay-Adams Hotcl across the:

" said that when he rode into the reception, the

necke
“James Farmer was dbzolutely ::zdi,'ml,

Farmer's fillow reciplents incléded mony

Conference on. 'Civil nghts. and Eliot:
Richardson, who' as the secretary ‘of health '
education, and’ welfarc served ns Furmer

Farmer felt pnvﬂcged (0] have reccwed th
medal from the President.. . . :
| “Thisis the highest, cmhan honor pOSSIb]e ;

“Thzs is the hzghest
: czvzlmn honor posszble_

Following the ceremony, Farmcr hcld a

street from the White Hoise, According to
Farmer an esumatud 200 people aLlcndcd
including both-celebrities and friends. Funncr L 8

. in this country, amsi
rieedless to say, I was
-hanored and ﬂatter ?

L
crowd: ofgucsts sent up a mar and sum)undcd

him. -< James Farmer -

" see FARMER, page 12~
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Bruce O° Bricn, associate profcssor of history -and

American studies, was one of the few members of the'

factlty to attend the reception., -He said that Farmer was
touched by the award and the shnw of aﬁ'cctmn at the
receplion;

" “He'savery dlgmﬁcd Eny, and thts was a very dignified
cvenl. And I (hink he appreciated that, "“O'Brien said.

O'Bricn also said that an amazing number of people
approached Farmer including \':urims senators and Marion
Barry, mayor of Washington, D.C.u . ;

Even royalty congralulalé‘d Farmer on his
accomplishment, King Foli-Bebe'A. Ayi, symbolic king
lrom the kingdom of Guin, Togo, West Africa, issued a
proclamation which now hangs on Farmer's wall at home
and recognizes “Dr. James L. Farmer a5 a symbol of

_freedom throughout the world and do hereby proclaim
that you are a man (o be honored among all men.”,

Forrest Parker, vice president. of the multicultural
cener, also atlended the reception in Washington, D.C.
Parker called the affair delightful and elegant,

“It just Telt pood! 1 felt fike I was part of history,”
Parker said, = felt truly honored to Be in the same room
with a person of history.”

Parker did, however, foel that the honor for Farmes
was long overdes,

“The only regred T have is why did it take so long,"
Parker suid.

Bill Hanson, pdjunet professor of sociology, agreed
with Parker.

“1 think he's deserved it i‘ﬂr-u lorg me,” snid Hanson,
who also anended the reception with his son, Jesse, a
freshmaon at Mary Washington.

Jesse remembered Farmer's words when he lelt the
receplion,

“'T just wunt 1o thank each and everyone of you for
coming aul, This hos been the best day of my fife,"" Jesse
sitid.

The compaign to have Farmer nominsed for the medal
began four years ago when Vol Coleman, o Friend of
Farmer®s who worked foc CORE in the past, wrone o leser

to a friend of the President, Vernon Jordan,

“It weas 3 long letter ronning down my 1ife from 1942
Farmer said, !

Aroording 1o Fasmer, JTordan szid he wouold milk to
the President. Someone efse o the medal that year,’

* By the fourth year, the compaign really got rolling,
Farmer soid that two women, Buth Tumner Peror who
wite active in CORE, pnd Gail Beil, of Marshall, Texos,
began writing letters to the President. Also the Free
= Lance-5tar, the local Fredericksburg newspaper, ran an
editorial urging people o write to the President as well,

Farmer joked that he almost received the award
posthumausly, referring t his boul with congestive heart
failure in Decgmber last yeor, According to Farmei, he
stopped breathing and had 1o be put on a respirator.

“It wis 2 close call," Farmes said.

Students are trying o honor Farmer before he retires
from teeching, Dennis Rudnick, junfor, haid 2 meeting
last Tuesday might 10 erganize students to petition (o
rename the multiculioral center after Farmer. Rudnick

sald that the petitfngé have been suecessful so far.

“Dir. Farmer's name has been left off the izt of great
leaders of our American history for far foo long.  As
evidenced by his recently receiving the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, perhaps he 6 now getting his just do, What
beltr wiy for we, the community of Mary Washingion

Collage. to 'honor Dr. Farmer than by reneming the
malticniteral center in hisname, a symbol of whist he slood
for and 2o bravely foapht for," Rudrick snid.

As af last night, Farmer had returned to the hospital
with diffi breathing, according 1o Handen, Hanson
remained opiimistic thoogh that Farmer would reforn to
his elasses nExt week. -

“Fim ance said to me 1t wiks going to take an elephant
gun ta kill him, and there are no elephant gues in Virginia,™
Harnson said.



