Farmer 'Retiriﬁ y

_ By Mark H. Rodeffer .
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James Farmer, T8, a civil rights crusader
apainst segregation [or decades and

distinguished professor of history and

American studies, will retire Jan. 1, 1999.
He is retiring because of deterjorating
health.

“My health is not likely o improve. 1
will most likely be in and outof the hospital.
It's just not I"nlr 1o the eollege; the students,

; :.uli::gn

armer- sa:d ;

Phil- Hall, vice president for agademic
affairs and dean of the faculty, said he
expects Farmer's application for disability
retirement 1o be-approved,

“Disability retirementis more generous - ¥
than normal retirement, But he has to apply
for i, It takes 90 days o get everything:
squared away with the state,” Hall said. 5y

Because of his medical expenses, the
faculty felt Farmer needed aretirgment plan

cxg  And iUs DOL pare wenerous than the one he would be
falf o provided under the normal pension plan for
L —F—t—ﬁllﬂ—ﬁ—.nﬁ:mplﬁ yoos:

Farmer said. At Tracy, associate professor of history
F“"““’_f 15 and American studies, 'ﬁ\lruddce_d 1o the
on medwa}I faculty a resolution calling on the Board of
feave this  wvigiors 1o “use whatever financial means
SEMESIET.  would be most effective to preserve the
Far MET % dignity of James Farmer in his retirement.”
application  The facuity passed the resolution, but the

I'ur_ disabilit_}' BOV ook no official action:
j relirement is Tracy said that Farmer needs @ guaraniee
covriesy phato. € rn_:nll ¥ of financial security from the college

James Farmer boe i n £ pecause ofhis medical expenses. :

) considered

by the siate.
“I am hoping [to receive disability
retirement] but [ have not yet heard; my gars
are flapping in the wind. ['m just hoping

“Given his physmnj dlsabnhl)r he needs
constant medical care. It was an issue of
dignity," Tracy said. '

see FARMER, pagel?
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Porter Blakemore, chair uF the department of hm:c.ry :

and American studies, agreed with Tracy.
“There wmnqnc:m that Jiin conldn’t retire because

he couldn’tafford it. We were telling the Board to make

sure he could retirement comfortably, given all that hu'
given to the school,” Blakemore said.
According to Hall, rather than voling the faculty's

resalution up or down, the BOV sent the measure to the .

administration to see if “anything could be done.”

President William Anderson has since made a yet1o-

be finalized agreement with Farmer whereby Farmer
will receive an additional salary of $15,000 a year in
return for being available for lectures and oral histories
in which Farmer will talk about his role in the civil rights
movement.

“[Farmer] would do some taped interviews as a part
_of an oral history project about his experiences in the
civil rights movement. The interviews would be used
far our classes here and be made available to public
television stations,” Anderson said.

Hall stressed that under the agreement Farmer will

- only-be expected to-be available-if his health permits.

Hall said Farmer will have “total flexibility.”

Farmer will receive the annual salary even if his
health interferes with any of the planned projecis.

“What exactly he’ll do depends so much on his
health. 1 know he wants sa much to do it [the lectures
and oral histories] frequently,” Hall said.

Farmer's $15,000 a year salary will begin Jan. 1,
1998, but Anderson said he does not know how long
Farmar will receive the salary.

Farmer said he expects the salary to Iasl the rest of
his life.

“] guess it will last forever; it's not expected rhul i
live 100 long; I'm very sick. I should assume that it

aren’t going fo live long, and you're belting when you
buy the insurance that you will. So whoisri ghl.? Llsuall:.r
the insurance company,” Farmer said.

_ According ta Sherry Morgan, assistant djre::tnr of
human resources, tnder disability retirement a professor
who has not been a state employee’ for-30 years would
receive 50 percem of his salary. before retiremerit. -

However, if that professor were also receiving: mcual

security dls&blhty, he-would only receive ong- lh:rd of
the salary he made before retirement. ——

Hall smdhndld not know Farmer's exact npnml wlary.

‘but that it is “sumwh:rﬂ amund $60,000."

Farmer suffers from diabetes, has lost both legs and -
is blind. In April he underwcnl brain surgery (o remove
a blood clot; :

“Last April he had a blood clot removed from s biraid,
and his speech and memory are impaired and coming -
back slowly,” Hall said.

Farmer, who was one of the “Blg Four" civil rights.
leaders, came to Mary Washington in the Spring of 1985
and has taught a class in civil ngh!s mr:ry semester until
now: —— e

“It's hard tod&scnh-e how rich [Farmer's] -::-:mtnhulmn :
has been. He himself is civil rights history, 5lud_vmgcwli
rights history with Jamés Farmer is like sudying the
American Revolution with George Washington. Really,
i's not studying civil rights, it’s living it. So few college
students: have this opportunity. Tt's really been very
wonderful,” Hall said.

Farmer said he's nnjnyed his tinte teaching here, He

-said he's sad 1o leave but will come back for occasional

lectures and other activities.

“The students who aré in my classeswere very, very
bright and well educated for college students. [ was
always. impressed. These are students who could hold

would last for the rest of my life,” he said.

“It’s a gamble for thecollege; the college is gambling
that it won't last too long. It's like an insurance
company: the insurance company is betting that you

their own among students any college in the country,” he
said,

“I"m sad 1o be Ienvmg, and that is one réason | [ﬂun Lo
keep some conneclion with the college," he said,



