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Hurricane Isabel Blow

Hurricane Leaves Most Students In The pic E g
Dark And Some Without Transportation

By AMY PRIBLE
Staff Writer

Hurricane Esabel was no lady when
she slammed Mary Washington
College late Thursdiy Evening.

With wind gusts reaching up to 80
mph and trees snapping like twigs
across campus, Isabel was one of the
waorst natwral disasters to hit the
collepe in some time.

According to Ruth Lovelace.
dicector of Fire and Safety for Mary
Washington College, it will stifl ke a
few days to begin to estimaie the total
dumages done across campus.

“lt’s going 1o ke o week 10 10
days to even sort through the mess, lel
alone estimate total dumages,” she
said. “There is 3 1ol of roof damage
and muny, many trees down across
campus, which | guarantee will end up
umin;_. thc schaol a whole lot of

money.”
Lovelace was part eof a leam ol'
professional  staff’ members that

carried ow the college’s Imergency
Operations Plan (EOP)Y
throughout the storm.

-

‘representatives from Residence Life.

constantly getting updates from the

s MWC
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The EOP staff consists of o

campus police, Facility Scmu.-s and
Psychological Services, as well as a
few other offices on campus.
Headquaiters were set &p in.meeting
room one of Woodard Campus Center,
complete with 1elephones. TVs radies
and a generator.
Staff members began pn.-panng for
hurricane on  Wednesday,

the

local weather service to assess what
potentiat damaige could be done to xhc
collepe.

Lovelace said the decision ta close
carly on Thufsday came from
President Anderson's office, but onaly—
after he hud been briefed by several
members of the College statt,

“Closing at 12:30 on Thursday was
a really good call” Lovelacr said.
“They wanted to get 4 partial day in,
and 1 don't think they ¢ould have done
it better, ™

The Office of Residence Life and
Housing bricfed stalf members on
Wednesday night about hurricane
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Campus Sustams Damages

Student cars parked in Sunken Iot were damaged by trees and a light pole

{ISABEL, page 1

prepasations and “Shelier In Place” - the second time
irr college history that. sludenis were confined to the
residence Lalls: The first *lockdown” ocg¢urred in late ~
Aupust -of “1999 when Huricane Bonnie “hit -
Fredericksburg. ’ ’ '

“Stielter In Place” began at 3 p.m. on Wedniesday,
which meant any student living in a residenice hall had
to e:lher be signed out or remain in the building. unti!
furt_her ngtice. There were waivers students could sign .-
relieving the college of any Iiabilify' if they chose to
leave during “Shelter in Place.” ¥

Lovelace said she was very pleased at huw weil-the
students behaved throughout “Shelter In Place,” but-
she was concemed abot how many students came and
wen during the storml; She’ said Residence Life is now

irig with the Atioriey Gerieral to see how far they
go with the restrictions in firture disasters.

“It was just tod much 1o worry about,” Lovelace
said. “Toi many people were comirig and going and -
we didn’t know who was in or who was oul. If-
something happened, such as a tormade, we wouldn't
be able to get an accurate count of who was missing.”

Susan Knick, director of Conference Management
for the college, also served with the EOP staff
throughout the storm.

“We had everything we needed in [the] room,” ‘she
said. “The EQP has procedures for everything, from a-
dog bite 10 massive natural disasters™

Knick said the EQP staff had a color-coded map of
the campus which had the total number of residents .

-present in each building and-marked the marshalling
points for each section of tampus in case students bad.
to evacuate because of 2 tornado. :

She also said radios were present in each residence
hall so that even if the power went out, everyone eould
remain in contact with the EOP headquarters. -

The electricity went out across campus around 9
p.m. Thursday nighi. Power to kalf of the camipus was
back by late Friday marning. The MW Apartments,
which suffered the most damage, didn’t get power until
Saturday morming.

Hoi water and cable were the last of the tilities to
be turned back on afier the storm. Many students were
foreed to shower with cold water until Sunday, Cable
returnied late Monday. aflernoon, to the relief of several
students who were gfraid they would miss the first
episode of the final “Friends” season.

The main damage (o the college ‘occurred because
of downed trees, several of which landed on student
Cars aCross CAMmpus.

“1 almost cried because | thought my car was
smashed,” junior Tenezeah Bishop said. “Someone

tald me thint n bupch of cors hed been smashed by trees
right in the middle of the storm, and 1 wis so worried
that one of them vwas mine., T worred about it the resl
of the night.”

* Although Bishop Was luck_v at least four-students
were not. Trees lining Sunken road fell into the nnnh
Sunken Iot,- bnngmg the metal cham lmk fence and a

light pole \mh them. .

Sophornure Nam Duonés car, whlch had” been
parked in the Randolph lot, was damaged in t_herstorm

“A wee fell on my car,”” Duong said. “I-found out -

Friday morming when L looked out the window. Then a

guy- from_Facility Services ‘ame to me that moming
because he had seen the damage and wanted to move

“the car out of the way. He sald they would tow it-free
of charge.”

‘Duonig’s 1.992 Acura’ Legend remains_at FEClllty

" Services and lhe cost of damage has nol been

determnined.
- *It’s just bad luck,” he sald‘ “Its unfonunate.
really.”
Lovelace said she was glad:-the campus sustained
only minimal damage.
“We got lucky,” she said. "« Areas around us got hit
a lot harder than we did. It could -have been rnuch

worse.

‘Both Lovelace and chk were agreed with- the
overall tumout of help and support ‘across campus.
They both felt the Wood Company did an exceptional
Job keeping ‘stedertsand staff fed before, during and
afiér the storm.

_ Seacobeck dmmg hall and the Eagles Nest prowded
take-away meals to students on Thursday, including
dinner for Thursday evemng and breakfast for Friday
morning.

The Fagles Nest remained closed until Saturday
However, Seacobeck ran'a normal schédule on Friday,
despite being without power for maost of the day.

- “I'm absolutely amazed with the cooperation,
dedication, hard work and effort that went into_the
preparation and follow through of the people invalved:
studems, staff, you name it Lovelace said. “We
couldn’t have done this alone,™

In a statement released by the President’s office,
Bill Anderson said he too was very pleased with the
cooperation shown during the hurricane.

“The college’s EOP staif did a wonderful job in
preparing and implementing our emergency plan,” he
said. “I want to especia-lly thank the people in Facility
Services and the police department for keeping our
eampus safe during the power outage and throughout
the entire hurricane. This proves, yet again, that we are
lucky to have a very capable, excellent staff. [t was a
job well done by everyone including the students.”





