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“He came Lhrongh back
doors so that I could walk
lhrbugh the front door,” Brenda
Sloan, special collections librar-
ian, said of Fames Farmer at fast
night's uribute to the-Tate civil
rights leader.

Apprommalely 350 stu-
dents, faculty and community
mesibers came through the front
doors of Dodd Auditorium to
pay their respects to Farmer,
former distinguished professor
of history and American studies
and hear new plans by the col-
lege to honor his life.

Board of Visitors member
and 1990 Mary Washington
graduate Richard Cooper an-
nounced that the BOV will es-
tablish a new faculty position,
the Yames Farmer visiting pro-
fessor in human rights, and a
scholarship named after Farmer.
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rather than integrate them.

“In his thunderous veice. he
brought the house down,”
Houck said.

College President William
Anderson said that Farmer will
remain on the minds of students.

“We will never forget ev-
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tho curtm;y of College Relations
James Farmer protesl.s racist hiring prachce.s at the 1964 World’s Fair.
Below: Speakers at Farmer’s tribute sing “We Shall Overcome.”

 Thcse @ two sieps in the
joumey we must make as a col-
lege and counry-if we arc ever
to realize the vision of James
Farmer,” Cooper, once a student
in Farmer’s civil rights class,
said.

State Sen. Edd Houck .(D-
Fredencksburg) announced the
construction ol a monument to
Farmer across from Trinkle Hall
on Campus Walk.

Houck remembercd  a

eryithing he broughi o campas,
His spirit will forever live on this
campits;” Anderson said.

) Phil Hall, vice president for
academic affairs and dean of fac-
uklty. said that the tribute was no
designed o moumn the loss of
Farmer, bur rather 1o celebrate
his life. ’

“Our hearts are sull heavy
with grief over the passing ot Dr.
James Farmer. But our purpose
tpbay is Ot orieve bug fo ool

speech Farmer gave to the Vir-
ginia General Assembty in 1998,
in the same chamber in which
legislators had once voted to
close public schools in Virginia

ebrate,” Hall satd. *'Our purpose
is to keep the promises we made
to Jim to rise above our diller-

ences and come 1ogether as one .

people.”

Saffire: The Uppity Blues
Women. a blues band of Which
Farmer was a [an, plaved at the
Lrtbiute.

"Qur music is about free-
dom. t's abpwn liberation. Buat
I think [Farmer} just liked our

-viving member of the

—seeaned—to—get-him-down

"1 liked the music. and |
thought it was a good time o
make the anmouncernenis about
the new professorship. the
scholarship, and the monu-
ment.” saud junior Cyrus Grady.

Lellian Bullock, a retired
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mor.” said Gayve Adegbatol, a
member of the hand.

Afier the tribute, those in-
tervicwed said th\ enjoved the
gatherng.

Fredercksburg stiended some
of Farmer's rallies during the

‘civil righis moveément.

“We all honor him a5 the
last of the Great Four,” she said.

life OfA
Civil Rights
Visionary -
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- James Farmer, an infiu-
ential civil rights activist and
retired distinguished profes-

“sor of history and Avherican’

siudies at Mary Washington
College, died unexpectedly
after sulfering &-mild heart
attack on July 9 at Mary
_\\ hington Hospital, at the
age of 79.

Farmer was the: last sur-
“Big
Four” civil rights leaders
comprised of Martin Luther
King, Ir. of the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, Roy Wilkins of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,
and Whitney Young of the
National Urban League.

“Dr. Farmer was blind
and had diabetes, which led to
all kinds of health problems.
His physical difficulty never

which shows a great deal of

-perseverance and courage.”
sl Fomer BIKemgee, abs-

ciate professor of history and
American studies.

Bom in Texas in 1920,
Farmer entered a world of in-
equality and discrimination.
At a young age, he decided to
devote his life to achieve
equarl rights for all Americans.

-In 1942, Farmer became
a co-foarmler and (irst lemder
of the Congress of Racial
Equahity (CORE). The group

* garined notoriety by initiating

Sec FARMER, page 12




