—erquate facilitiesand equipment.”

.. Photo courtesy of Public Informatian

The proprosed sclence building, picturedrere in an architect" s sketch, [sin the pre- phmnlng phase,and may notbe constructed for several 3ears due tostate budget cits -

and the tompletion of other projecls according to Cul]ege ofﬂclals.

Old equipment, overerowdmg leaves Combs Hall
outdated, prompts plans for new science bulldlng

By Michael Fuhrman
Buller Associate Editor

Although Mary Washington College

was ranked among the nation’s 300
best buys among the nation’s colleges
and universitieg in a recent Barron's
magazine repor, the report also con-
cluded that “the [college's] sciences
tend to be weaker because of inad-

funding for a $50,000 preplanning
studyof lhepm]ectalagcneralmecung
on Sept. 29,

“Science, in general, of 1990 is not

he same as science of the 1950s.”

explained Richard Miller, the college’s

vice president for Business and Fi- .

nance. . 7
Muny students pursuing degrees in
sciences are equally unimpressed with

a Combs

there are only twoclassroomseach for
chemistry’and physics.” .

Other students are concemedbout
ovércrowding problems as well. “My

_ organic chemistzry class has-about 50
students in it,” ailded junior biology -

major Jen Keller. . .

- Sophomore Allison Gillenwa ho

_This, however, does not come as a
- surprise4o many who freguent Combs
Hall, which houses the college's biol-
ogy, chemisiry and geology, and
physics departments. A former chem-
istry major whois now studying English

al the college said, “I don’t know why '

anyone would major in science here.
Combs is a joke.”

The administration apparently isn’t
laughing, however, and has commitied
significant lime and money to the
planning ol anew, multi-million dollar
science facility to beconstructed in the
vicinity of lhe,_llgw library. The
college’s Board of Visitors approved

thie present tacilitics. They cite over-
crowding in the laboratories and archaic
equipment as the chicf causes of their
discontenL

*'Because the number of science ma-

jors is increasing, the labs are becom-

ing overcrowded,” asseried senior
Michele Silver. "To solve the over-
crowding, they have opened more scc-
tions which puts a strain on the pro-
fessors and (he facility.”

Silver, a fifth year student who is
completing her degree requirements
for a double major in physics and
chemistry this year, is very familiar
wilh the problems facing both faculty
and students who work and study in

- said Gillenwater.

plansonmajoring in biology, HasTkén
several science courses in Combs,
“Some of the equipment is reatly old,”
“I think the new
building shnuld have been buill ten

_yearsago.” .

Keller agrees. I 1mpresscd with
most of the equipment,” she said. “Bul
some of it seems like it has been here

_ since the school opened.”

Faculty members agree with students
to some extent. “The equiprent is not
the problem,” stated Stephen Fuiler,
professor of biclogical sciences at the
college. “Space is.”

_ Fullcr,whohasbccnéuhecollegc for
19 years, ischairman of an eight-mem-

! “There is only one-general -
- physics laboratory,” she said. “And

ber faculty commitice whlch is work—

. ing with the architects to design the

layout of the new building, based on
the needs of the various science de-
‘partments.  The committee is com- -
posed of three biclogy professors, in-
cluding Fuller, two cliemistry profes-
sors, one geology professor; and two
physics professors:-

“The building will be planncd pro-
grammatically based on the needs of
‘the faculty and the scicnce students,”

“asserted Miller. He said that faculty

members would have a significant say
-in the building's layout and design.

. According to Futter, Combs Halthas

been overcrowded since its comple-
tion in the late 1950s. “There were
more depariments than originally
planned from day one,” he said. '

“Combs was designed for science in
the fifties,” echoed Dr. Robert

. McConnell. “Teday it"snotadequate.”

“AsTunderstandit, schedulingclasses
is very difficult because of the press

see SCIENCE, page 2
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fnrs1 ace [in Gombs] ."saud Mchnne]l,
anassociate professorof geology atthe
college. “Thereiscompetition for space
between Lhe science disciplincs all of
which need more leclure space.”
McConnell praised the proposed fa-
cility, saying that it would enhance the

college's course offerings and help -

suppori the college 'sincreasing enroll-
ment. “And there will be more room

for student research,” said McConrell,

adding that the college has been work:
ing to expand this arca of study in
recent ycars.

As for the claims that much of the
building’s  cquipment is out- dated,
Fuller says that this is simply not the
case. “The biology department alonc
has purchased approximately $370,000
- in state-of-the-art equipment in the last

building does not generate revenue
like a dorm,” he said, adding thal
interest on the bond for North Hall is
finariced with money coliected from
student room and board charges.
Initially, the Richmond-based archi-

tecture firm Rawlings & Wilson was -

hired 1o study the prospect of expand-

’ mgandrenovaungCombsHa]l “The
original preplaming study was de- -

signed for bringing Combs into the
1990s,” said Miller, “The architects
determined, however, thatit would be
more cost efficicnt to biild a new
science building,” he added.

The ongmal plans for rfenovating
Combs were scrapped because the
project was not st effective. How-
ever, Miller added that even had this

- not been the case, it-still would have

beconverted into aresidence hall. “Tt
makes sense for Combs to be a dor-
milory,” explained Miller, noting its
targe rooms amd wide hallways. "It
doesn’t look like a science building.”
Itis highly likely that neither project
swould be undertaken unil the fine
arls center undergoes nearly $3.3
‘million of renovations, said Miller.
The fing arls renovation project was
put on hold when Governor L. Dou-
glas Wilder suspended lottery-fi-
nanced capital projects this summer,
as a means of controlling the state’s
billion dollar budget crisis.
_“Obviously no one is thinking the
building will be built in the next year
or Iwo,” said chairman Fuller, who
added that planning early is neces-
sary so that the final plans will be

= i years, he-said,-much of which— “beeti Gil fficuil o cxp;md the cureit _complete when the ccnnomy turms

—would be transicrred to The ncw facil--
ity.

Acc ordmg o Vice President Milfer,
the proposed building will be approxi-
malely 75,000 to 85,000 square feetin
size .and could cost between 57.5 and
$8.5 million. ‘Miller wamed, however,
that both the suc and costestimales are

“a mugh puess.”

He also stressed that.lhere is no time-
table for the building's completion, o -
even the beginning of construction. 'l
“wouldi’L even hazard a guess on T the
smnmg date,” admiued Miller. “Tt -
_could be lomommow or en yea:s from
now."””

The main ohstacle hindering the
project is funding. The money would
either come from the slale's lotiery

used o finance new capital “building
projects, or from the siate’s general
fund Because of the stale’s budget

shonf‘all lmu:r;r profits arc now depos- - spring.

Unlike North Hall the coi[ege's AW
rresdenceallwhich wascomplcicd
priot 1o the {all ierm, the science build-
ing cannot be funded by a revenue
bond, explained Miller. “A science

scicnce facilily because of 118 proxim-
ity to Coltege Avenue and because of
‘the presence of hedling Tunncls and

. utility lines in the area.

- The preliminary siudy recently ap-
proved by the board will becompleted
in the spring, said Miller, at’ which
time more accurate estimates on the

. structure’s size and cost will be avail-
If the Board of ‘Visitors ap-

able.
proves the plans set forth in the
preplanning study, then the college

“wilt subnuii the same proposal tothe ||

slate, according 1o Miller. -

If the state approves the pre-plan-
. ning proposal, then it could allocate
money for a more in-depth planning
study, in which the building’s specili-

calions and working drawings would
 Teventes, Which are no Tonger being— betrafied. Miller said vt thisstudy, ™

* which will cost ai estimated $400,000 -
and takes as long as a_year [0 COMm-

plete, could be initialed as scon as this

around
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Before construction could aclually

begin, the {inal plans woul] have o e, 3

p_urchaae (

.3|:|Jmmi_b:.- both the Board of Visi-
toes and the state.

Following the completion of the pro-
posed science building, Combs would
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