
Paris December 6
th

 1795 

 

Sir, 

I was lately honoured with originals and triplicates of your favours of the 12
th

 and 14
th

 of 

September last. The duplicates are yet to be received. 

By the first of these letters I learn that the President has ratified the late treaty with 

England, and by the second the measures taken to vindicate our territorial rights that were 

violated by the captain of a British Frigate, in an attempt to seize M
r
 Fauchet the French 

minister within our jurisdiction, on his return home, and to which communication due regard 

shall be paid, as occasion requires. 

That the treaty was ratified was a fact well established before the receipt of your favour. 

It was indeed generally credited before the arrival of M
r
 Fauchet, by whom it was confirmed 

and afterwards doubted none. As I had no reason to presume from any communication from 

your department that the contrary would be the case, so I never had calculated on the contrary: 

nor had I given this government any reason to calculate on the contrary; having left it to form 

its own judgement on that point according to its own lights, so that in this respect I have 

nothing wherewith to reproach myself on the score of discretion. 

The effect which this incident produced in the councils of this country, through its several 

stages may be traced in my former communications and to which I beg to refer you. To these I 

have at present nothing material new to add. Symptoms of discontent it is true are still seen, 

but whether they will assume an aspect more unpleasant I know not. If they do, or if any thing
1
 

else occurs of sufficient importance to merit your attention I will certainly apprize you of it 

and without delay. 

You likewise saw by my former communication that I understood and acted upon that 

part of my instructions which explained the object of M
r 
Jay’s mission to England differently 

from what it appears by your favour of the 12
th

 of September and by M
r 
Randolf’s of the 1

st
 of 

June preceding it was intended I should understand and act on it, and whereby I was placed by 

the course of events in a very delicate and embarrassing dilemma: from which indeed I am not 

perhaps yet fully extricated, though I hope and think I am. Upon this head I have only now to 

observe that as soon as I had reason to believe that M
r
 Jay’s instructions embraced objects, 

which I had before thought they did not, I profited of what I heard and acted accordingly, 

keeping out of view so far as depended on me what had before passed between the government 

and myself upon that subject and to which I with pleasure add that I have never heard the least 

intimation on it since. In reviewing this particular trait in my conduct here you will I doubt not 

do me the justice to observe that when I made the suggestion alluded to, it was not rashly done, 

nor without sufficient motive: after contrary that, (paying due regard to the actual state of our 

affairs at the time) I was called on to make it by considerations the most weighty and which 

ought not to have been despensed with: considerations however which I now forbear to repeat 

having heretofore sufficiently unfolded them. 
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I have the pleasure to inclose you the report of M
r
 Skipworth upon the subject if thee 

claims of many of our citizens who were heretofore injured by the occurrences of the war and 

in consequence entitled to indemnities, and by which
2
 you will find that many of those claims 

are settled, and derive useful information in respect to others. 

I likewise send you a letter from M
r
 Fenwick explaining his conduct in regard to the 

charge exhibited against him in your department. As M
r
 Fenwick has always proved himself to 

be an useful indeed a valuable officer in the station he holds, and as the error imputed to him 

might be the effect of judgement only, and which I think it was, I have thought I could not 

better foward your views or the interest of my country than by continuing him in the discharge 

of the duties of his office, ‘till the President shall finally decide in his case. He will doubtless 

communicate with you on the subject, so that the interval will not be great before I have the 

decision in question, and which will of course be duly executed. 

Two days since Count Carletti minister from Tuscany was in consequence of some 

offence given by him to the government, ordered to depart from Paris in 48 hours, and the 

bounds of the Republic in eight days. ‘Tis said the offence consisted in a demand made to visit 

the daughter of the late King, of whom he spoke in terms of extreme commiseration, and 

which were thought to be not only an interference in concerns exclusively their own, but to 

have thrown some reproach on the French government. The Count I hear departs tonight by the 

way of Marseilles. 

Soon after the government was organized the Minister of foreign affairs announced a day 

on which the Directoire would receive the ministers of foreign powers and who were requested 

to rendezvous for that purpose at his house to preceed thence to that of the Directoire. We did 

so,
3
 and were presented without regard to precedence to that body and whose President 

addressed the whole diplomatic corps in a short discourse the principal object of which was to 

assure it of the cordiality with which it was welcomed here by the representatives of the 

French people and which it contrasted with the pomp and cerimony of the ancient court which 

he said was neither cordial nor fraternal. I mention this latter circumstance merely to contradict 

the account given of the address by the journalists, and who made a particular speech for the 

President to each Minister. 

Manheim has certainly fallen again into the hands of the Austrians with the garrison, the 

amount of which is not known, but presumed to be several thousands. But in Italy the fortune 

of the war is on the side of France for the same day which announced the surrender of 

Manheim announced likewise a great and decisive victory over the Austrians in the other 

quarter. The details of killed and wounded are also not yet accurately known, but it is 

understood that 4 or 5,000 are taken prisoners, many slain and the whole army put completely 

to the rout. 
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Since the organization of the new government the character and deportment of all the 

departments are essentially improved. The legislative corps in both its branches exhibits on the 

manner of discussion, a spectacle wonderfully impressive in its favour when compared with 

what was daily seen in the late convention. And the executive departments begin to shew an 

energy which grows out of a nice partition of their duties, and the greater responsibility that 

belongs to each. In truth the vibration from the system of terror had by the force of moral 

causes gone so far, and produced so deep an effect, as to have
4
 greatly relaxed the whole 

machine of government. It was certainly felt in the departments, in the public councils, in 

foreign negotiations and in the armies. A short space of time however will now shew how far 

the change which has taken place in the government will furnish the means of an adequate 

remedy. 

M
r
 Pinckney has I hear closed his business in Spain to his satisfaction and is now on his 

route back, intending to take Paris in his way I trust this report is in every respect well 

founded, of which however you will doubtless be correctly informed before this reaches you. 

With great respect and esteem I have the honour to be your most obedient and very 

humble Ser
t
. 

Ja
s
. Monroe. 

  

P.S. Count Carletti has notified to the French government that he cannot depart without 

consent of his own. 
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