
Paris 20
th

 February 1796 

  

Sir, 

Immediately after my last of the 16
th

 February was concluded I demanded and had a 

conference with the Minister of foreign affairs upon the communication given in that letter. 

I represented to him that the information he had given me of the intention of the 

Directory to appoint an Envoy extraordinary to repair to the United States to declare to our 

Government the dissatisfaction of this in respect to our treaty with Great Britain and other 

acts which they deemed unfriendly to them, had penetrated me with the deepest concern 

because I feared from a measure so marked and conspicuous, the most serious ill 

consequences both to them and to us. I stated to him that such a mission was calculated to 

make an impression in America and throughout the world not that they were deeply 

dissatisfied with us but even the issue of war and peace was suspended on the issue of the 

mission, that their and our enemies would rejoice at the event while their and our friends 

would behold the spectacle with horror that the mission itself would place both republics in a 

new dilema and from which they could not well both extricate themselves with honor – 

something was due in the opinion of the world to the character of the mission – its success 

must be brilliant or the public would be disappointed and this might induce them to insist in 

terms they would not otherwise have thought of and which would increase the mutual 

embarrassments, that as soon as the mission was known to foreign powers they would 

commence their intrigues to make it the means of separating us, that all were interested in our 

separation none in our union, so that our separation was an evil equally to be deprecated by 

both parties, that the success and terror of their arms might diminish the number of their 

active enemies, but as we had never confided in the friendship of any power but that of 

France so I
1
 was satisfied they had no real friend except America, that republics could never 

count upon the friendship of monarchies, if they did count upon it they would always be 

deceived, there might be, but peace and friendship did not always mean the same thing. 

I observed further that France had gained credit by her late conduct towards us, for while 

England had seized our vessels had harrassed our trade she had pursued an opposite and more 

magnanimous policy and which had produced and would continue to produce a 

correspondent effect by increasing our resentment against England and attachment to France, 

but as soon as the latter should attempt to assume an hostile and menacing deportment 

towards us this motive diminishes and the argument it furnished loses force; that by this 

however I did not mean to be understood as advising that well founded complaints if such 

existed or were thought to exist should be withheld, on the contrary I was of opinion they 

should always be brought forward as well to obtain redress where it was wished and could be 

given, as to make known in a friendly manner the sentiments which each entertained of the 

conduct of the other in cases that were interesting to it, that on my own part I was always 

ready to enter into such explanations when required, and would do it in the present instance 
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with pleasure, since by being possessed of our view of the subject they would be better able 

to decide whether complaint was well or ill founded and of course how far it merited to be 

considered in that light. In short I used every argument that occurred to divert the 

Government from the measure proposed, assuring him in the most earnest manner that I was 

satisfied it would produce much ill both to her and to us. 

The Minister replied that France had much cause of complaint against us independently 

of any treaty with England but that by this Treaty ours was annihilated, that he considered our 

conduct in these respects as absolutely unfriendly to them, under which impression it was 

their duty so to represent
2
 it to us, that the mode which was proposed of making such 

representation had been deemed mild and respectful and such as ought not to give offence: he 

admitted however that the objectives I had stated against it were strong and weighty with him 

and that he would immediately make them known to the Directory and by whom he doubted 

not all suitable attention would be paid to them. Since this I have not seen him, but propose 

seeing him again either today or tomorrow on this subject and after which I will immediately 

apprise you of the State in which it may be. 

This affair has given me great concern because it opens a new era upon us and whose 

consequences unless the measure itself be prevented may be of a very serious kind. I shall do 

everything in my power to prevent it and in any event communicate to you and with the 

utmost dispatch every incident that turns up connected with it. 

So far my object has been to break the measure in question after which it effected I shall 

most probably be called on for explanations of the treaties complained of, in which case I 

shall of course avail myself in the best manner possible of those communications which have 

been heretofore received from your Department. 

I am, Sir, with great respect and esteem, 

y
r
 most ob

t 
servant 

Ja
s 
Monroe. 
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