
Paris 10 March 1796 

  

Sir, 

I informed you of my last of the 16
th

 and 20
th

 ultimo of a communication made me by the 

minister of foreign affairs, that the Directory had resolved to send an Envoy Extraordinary to the 

United States to remonstrate against the late treaty with England and of my efforts to prevent it, 

and I have now the pleasure of adding that I have reason to believe those efforts have been
1
 

successful, the minister having assured me in a late conference that the Directory was disposed to 

accomodate in this resect and to make its representations on that subject through the ordinary 

channel; he repeated however upon this occasion in terms equally strong with those he had used 

before the sense which he said the Directory entertained of the injury done to France by that 

treaty and upon which explanations were expected and would be sought, I asked him what were 

his objections to the treaty, to which he replied as before in general rather than precise terms, 

urging that we had violated our treaties with France and greatly to her injury in the present war, I 

replied that it was not admitted by our government that any the slighest deviation was made from 

our treaty with this republic nor ought it to be so presumed until it was shewn that such was the 

case, especially as I had before informed him and now repeated my willingness to discuss that 

point when he thought fit. He intimated that I should hear from him on the subject and in time to 

receive and to attend to any observations I chose to make, but being now before the Directory he 

could not well enter on it in the manner I proposed until he had the farther order that body in that 

respect. Thus therefore the matter now stands, and I have only to repeat to you my assurance that 

I shall continue to pay to it all the attention it deservedly merits. 

The state of affairs here has not varied essentially of late either in the internal or external 

relations of the republic. The forced loan, was less productive than it was expected to be, and of 

course the relief it gives must be considered as partial and temporary only. Nor is any system yet 

adopted to supply what will be necessary after the amount thus raised is exhausted; though as the 

subject is still under consideration it is possible this may yet be done. On the other hand the 

Directoire by means of the organization and police seems to gain strength and to which a late 

measure has essentially contributed. At the Pantheon and in other quarters there were nightly 

meetings of people not inconsiderable in
2
 point of numbers and who complained of various 

grievances, proceeding as they said from the actual government and which ought therefore to be 

changed. The Directoire had its eye upon those assemblages, and as I hear gained full proof that 

they were put in motion by foreign influence, and under the mask of patriotism more effectually 

to promote the purpose of disorganization, and in consequence shut the doors of the houses 

where they resorted. As many of those who were at the head of these meetings were active and 

ferocious agents in the popular societies during the reign of terror, and were probably then 

moved by the same cause, this discovery of to be relied on, tends to throw great light upon the 
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source to which the atrocities that were then practised ought to be ascribed. Time perhaps and 

especially if the revolution weathers the storms it has yet to encounter, will doubtless more fully 

unfold the real authors of these scenes, which were so frightful to humanity and disgraceful to 

man, and that they may be discovered must be the with of all those who are the friends to truth 

wherever they reside. 

Prussia has in the course of the winter increased her force forty or fifty thousand men and 

it is said exhibits a menacing aspect toward Holland, though her minister continues here and is 

apparently well received. Spain too continues her military establishment as before the peace, and 

whose minister Del Campo is daily expected from England where he has long resided. The 

probable conjecture with respect to Spain is, that as she feared an attack from England when she 

made her peace with France, so she finds it necessary to guard herself against it by suitable 

precautions till the war ends. Russia it is believed contemplates a blow against the turks in the 

hope now that Poland is annihilated, France otherwise sufficiently occupied, and the other three 

powers in amity with the Empress, to wrest Constantinople from the Port, which has long been 

the object of her inordinate ambition. On the other hand France seems to be collecting her forces 

together, and to exert every nerve her system admits of, in preparations for the war, exhibiting to 

her enemies a countenance firm and independent, and announcing to the beholding nations her 

resolution to conquer or to perish. With due respect, I am, Sir, your most obedient and very 

humble servant.  

Ja
s
 Monroe. 


