
Paris May 2
d
 1796 

 

Sir, 

I informed you in my last of the 25. of March that I was promised by the Directoire in an 

audience I had obtained of that body the Minister of foreign affairs should state to me such 

objections as were entertained by this government to certain measures of our own, and in the 

interim that no step should be taken under the existing impression, nor until my reply was 

received, and fully weighed and I have now the pleasure to transmit the result of the 

communication
1
 which afterwards took place between the Minister and myself on that subject. 

I do not know what effect my reply has had upon the mind of the Directoire because it 

was only sent in a few days since: I shall endeavour to ascertain this if possible, and in case I do, 

will immediately afterwards apprise you of it. 

I think proper to communicate to you an incident which took place between the Minister 

and myself, after I had obtained from the Directoire a promise that he should state the objections 

above reforced? To and discuss their merits with me, and which was, as heretofore intimated to 

you, on the 8
th 

of March last. Soon after that period I received from the Minister the 

communication promised in a note of the same date but differing in some other respects from the 

present one, and particularly in the number of complaints, two of the catalogue being now given 

up by him, and to which I replied as soon as I could prepare my reply, in a note bearing likewise 

the same date with that which I now inclose you. After he had perused my reply he was sensible 

he had insisted on some points that were not tenable, and in consequence asked that I would 

permit him to retake his note, returning mine, that he might correct himself, and of course that I 

would consider the discussion as yet to be commenced. I told him immediately that I would do 

so with pleasure, because I did not consider myself in the light of a solicitor bound to catch at 

and take advantage of little errors: that I wished upon all occasions, and with everyone, and 

especially upon the present occasion with him to act with him to act with candour, and in 

consequence I soon afterwars restored him his note and took back my own. 

At the time when I made the Minister this promise I thought it in my power fully to 

comply with it. I had it is true, according to custom, written and inclosed you a copy of both 

papers, but yet I thought D
r
 Brockenbrough to whom I intrusted my letter for you was in France 

within my reach, so that I might recover it. Upon enquiry however I found he had departed by 

way of Dunkirk for London, a route I knew he intended to take, and in which state of things all 

that I could do was, to write and request him to return me that letter, and which
2
 I immediately 

did. I have not yet heard from him and of course cannot tell whether I shall recover it or not. As 

soon however as knew that he was gone I apprized the Minister of it, as likewise of the above 

circumstances, satisfying him that I had acted with good faith so far as depended on me, in 

fulfilling in every respect the promise I had made: and in communicating the above to you, I do 
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it as well to explain this transaction, and which will require explanation in case you receive that 

letter, as to make known to you as far as depends on me, the condition on which you receive it.  

The minister thought proper to give his second communication the same date with the 

former one, although more than a fortnight had intervened between the one and the other: and in 

consequence I followed his example giving my latter reply the same date with the former one. 

His motive I did not enquire into: mine was that the Directoire might see that the delay which 

took place did not proceed from me. 

In some respects I was pleased that the Minister requested this accommodation from me, 

because the yielding it could not be otherwise than be grateful to him and produce in 

consequence a suitable correspondent impression in his mind towards: and because I knew that 

time would thereby be gained for reflexion always necessary upon great questions, and often 

favourable to wise and temperate councils: and lastly because I knew that no possible injury 

could arise from the delay, the Directoire having promised me that no step should be taken until 

aft my answer received and fully weighed, and in none of these respects have I according to 

appearances been disappointed. 

The campaign was lately opened on the side of Italy by a suite of three brilliant victories 

obtained in the space of a few days by the French under Buonaparte over the Austrians 

commanded by Beaulieu, and in which the latter lost in slain about five thousand, and in 

prisoners between 8 and 10,000. The road is now open to Turin where it is thought the French as 

pressing and perhaps by this time arrived. On the Rhine however
3
 the armies are still inactive, 

and from which circumstance some persons conjecture that a negociation is still depending with 

the Emperor, and which will doubtless, if such is the case, be of sentially aided on the part of 

France, by these late victories. The Vendie War was lately greatly checked to say no more, by 

the total dispersion of the troops gathered there in opposition to the government, and the 

apprehension and execution of Charelle and Stofflet the two principal chiefs who heretofore 

headed it: and subsequent circumstances favor the idea that rebellion there is laid more prostrate 

than it was at any preceding period since it began. But such has been the varied fortune of that 

extraordinary war, and so often has it revived after it was supposed to be totally extinguished, 

that appearances however strong are not to be too implicitly confided in, nor can it well be 

pronounced at an end until the revolution itself is closed. 

I send you herewith an extract of a letter from M
r
 Barlow from Algiers just received and 

which will perhaps give you the latest intelligence from that quarter. 

With great respect and esteem, I am, sir, your very humble serv
t 

Ja
s
 Monroe. 

  

P.S. M
r
 John Gregorie, late of Petersburg in Virginia (a naturalized citizen of the U.S.) 

originally established at Dunkirk and now residing there, has been recommended to me by 

respectable authority as a fit person to fill the Consulate in that city. I add therefore his name to 

the list heretofore sent you of competitors for that office. 
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