To the Secretary of State

No 2

Paris, August 25. 1794.

Sir,

In my last of the 15th Ultio​ I mentioned to you that I had been presented to the Commissary of Foreign affairs for reception, and was assured he would lay the Copy of my credentials, which I left with him, before the Committee of public Safety under whom he acted, and to whom it more particularly belonged to appoint the time and regulate the mode after this I waited eight or ten days without progressing an iota, and as I heard that a minister of Geneva had been here about six weeks before me, and has not yet been received.  I was fearful I might remain as long and perhaps much longer in the same situation.  It was obvious that the public boards had been so much shocked by the late disaster, that from a variety of considerations some public, and others personal, they could scarcely move forward upon any subject.  At the same time I had reason to believe it was the general desire I should be received, as soon as possible, and with every demonstration of respect for the country I represented.  Upon the most mature consideration therefore I thought it incumbent on me to make an effort to break thro’ these difficulties and expedite my reception.  The Convention I knew possessed the Sovereign Authority of the nation, and I presumed that by addressing myself to that body, and especially in the present state of things, I should not only avoid the censure of any subordinate department, but perhaps relieve them from an unpleasant dilemma, and at the same time make an experiment of the real disposition of this Country towards my own.  The latter consideration I deemed of some importance as it would ascertain to me a fact which might have influence upon my conduct on other occasions.  I therefore addressed a Letter to the President of the Convention of which the inclosed No 1 is a Copy, and was happy to find it was well received, for it was immediately taken by a member present to the Committee of public safety, by whom a report was made in two hours afterwards to the Convention, and a decree adopted by the latter body of which, number 2, is a Copy, for my reception by the Convention itself, at two the following day.  I deemed it my duty to avail myself of this opportunity to dissipate if possible, by the documents in my possession, impressions which had been made, and were still making of the unfriendly disposition of the American Government, towards the liberty and happiness of the French nation.  At the same time therefore that I presented my credentials, I laid before the Convention the declarations of the Senate, and house of Representatives, as conveyed to me by the President thro’ the Secretary of State, with an assurance that I was authorized to declare that the President was actuated by similar sentiments.  The communication was received in a manner very interesting, and which furnished at the same time the strongest proofs of the affection entertained by the french nation for the United States of America.  The enclosed No3 is a Copy of my address to the Convention & of the President’s answer.  Every department has since shown the strongest disposition to prove its attachment to their ally by embracing every opportunity which the slightest incident has offered.  A few stores brought for the accomodation of my family in the ship in which I sailed were arrested in Havre, because no declaration was rendered of them by the Captain, - This was casually heard by the Committee of public safety, and without any intimation from me by their order restored.  But being desirous more formally to certify their regard, the Commissary of Foreign affairs announced to me yesterday that he was instructed in the name of the Republic to appropriate a house for my use as minister of the United States, of such accommodations, and in such part of the City as I would designate.  The inclosed No4 is a Copy of his letter and of my reply.  These latter acts it is true may be deemed in some measure acts of ceremony: so far however as they furnish any indication of the disposition of this country towards our own it is a favourable one. 

I found here many of my countrymen, Captains of vessels who had been taken at sea and brought in, in derogation of the treaty.  I intend immediately to make an effort to have that decree rescinded and compensation rendered for the Injury sustained.  I have written to Mr Fenwick who is best acquainted with the affairs of the Bourdeaux embargo to request his attendance here or to forward such documents as will enable me to pursue with suitable information the interest of those who were affected by it; and I shall likewise enter on the affair of the bills as soon as circumstances will permit … 

The Position of the armies is nearly the same as when I wrote you last.  No action has been fought or any other material change taken place since.  A perfect tranquility too continues to reign throughout the Republic.  The execution of Robespiere and his associates has produced the same effect every where.  Every person seems to be freed from an oppression which was really destructive and terrible, and the more so because it was sanctified by the authority of the people, and covered with the mask of patriotism.  It is however said that others who are believed to have been equally guilty (for Robespiere who was a small and timid man, could not make the majority of the Committee vote against their own opinions) will probably yet be brought to Justice.  Of this I shall be able to give you better information in my next.  

The form which I suggested in my last contemplated in the organization of the Committees and Revolutionary tribunal is now completed or nearly so.  I will enclose you copies of the decrees in my next.  A great number of prisoners have been discharged who were confined here and in other parts of the Republics in consequence of a decree that those should be liberated who were committed upon sucpicion only.  It was however greatly unfortunate that Robespiere was not cut off a month sooner, for ‘tis most certain that his last days were stained with some of the most innocent blood of the Republic.

The Vice Consul has not yet arrived, & to be candid I doubt when he does whether he will be received or not.  A native of this Country is at the present moment unable to render any service to our own, altho’ he may have always resided here, and his political principles been unquestionable.  But one who has been absent is considered if not an emigrant at least indifferent and perhaps unfriendly to the revolution and therefore odious.  If this Gentleman has arrived I think it probable he is confined at the port where he landed.  I deem this unfortunate for there is much business which property belongs to the Consular department here, as all the Commercial affairs of the Republic are transacted here.  

(I have reason to believe that Laforest and Petri are displaced, and that a frigate is dispatched to announce it with you and that Leblanc and Fachet will be, hu* former for British connection the latter as followers of the fortunes of Robespiere.)  With great esteem I am, Dear Sir, Very respectfully your very Humble Servant

Jas Monroe 

* Supposed to be the   

