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Paris   15th Septr 1794

As soon as I could command a moments leisure, I applied myself to the immediate duties of my station. I found many of my Countrymen here labouring under embarrassments of  a serious kind, growing out of the War, and was soon furnished with like complaints from others in several of the seaports. Correct information upon every point was my first object, for unless I knew the nature & extent of the evil, I could not seek a remedy. I encouraged therefore by my letters these representations as the only means by which I could acquire it - nor was it difficult to be obtained, for the parties interested had been too deeply affected and long delayed, to be remiss upon the present occasion. In the course of a few weeks, I believe, most of the complaints which had been occasioned by the War, and especially where the parties were present either in person or by attorney, were laid before me. By analysing them (including those which were committed to me from your department whilst in Philadelphia) I found they might be classed under the following heads.

1. Those who were injured by the embargo of Bordeaux.

2. Those who had claims upon the Republic for supplies rendered to the Government of St Domingo. 

3. Those who had brought cargo’s in for Sale and were detained by delay of payment or some other cause.

4. Those who had been brought in by the Ships of the Republic in derogation of the treaty of amity and Commerce, and were subjected to like detention and delay. 

5. Those who had been taken at Sea or elsewhere, and were confined in derogation of the treaty of amity and commerce or rights of citizen ship in the United States.

Upon the two first heads and indeed upon the two latter, so far as compensation to the injured parties was in question. I had no difficulty how to act. Your instructions had fully marked the course to be taken. I therefore required that compensation be made as soon as possible, and upon just principles, according to the contract where such was the case, and the fair estimated value, where it was not. But the two latter involved in them something more than the mere adjustment of existing claims, and which closed the scene when that was made. They grew out of measures which if suffered to continue might create like injuries every week; & which would require a like interposition on my part. I therefore considered it my duty not only to require a full indemnity to the claimants, as in the other instances, but to mount to the source of the evil and seek a remedy commensurate therewith.

I found that the delays above spoken of did not proceed from interest or design on their part: from interest they could not, for they not only disgusted and often injured the claimants, but likewise exposed the Government to considerable loss, upon account of demurage. And if there was no motive of interest there could be none for design. They proceeded in fact from the System of trade adopted here by which the whole commerce of the Country was taken into the hands of the republic itself. The regulation was such, that none but the officers of Government could purchase; nor could any contract be concluded and executed in any of the Sea ports, or elsewhere than in Paris. This threw every case into the hands of a board of commerce in this City, who were otherwise borne down with an immense weight of the most extensive and complicated duties. The defect in our arrangements too, had increased the imbarrasment; for as we had no consul here every Captain or Super cargo became his own negotiator, and as they were generally ignorant of the City, the language and the prices last given, they were badly calculated for the purpose. Every new cargo formed a distinct negotiation, and as there was no system on the part of the vendors, who wished as was natural, to make the most of their voyage, they usually asked an extravagant price for it in the first instance. This occasioned a kind of traffic between the parties, and which frequently terminated in the disgust of both; and particularly of the vendors who after they were wearied out with the clerks in the department; and whose duty it was to receive them generally assigned the business over to some agent, and who as he was not cloathed with any public character, could neither be much respected by the French Government, now professed in any high degree of the confidence of his employers. Such was the state of out trade in the republic, and such the cause of the delay. As soon therefore as I understood it, I considered it my duty to bring the subject before the Government, and desire on its part a suitable remedy: and if the person lately appointed does not soon arrive, I shall deem it equally necessary to nominate Some one as Consul provisionally to take charge of the business on ours. And if he does arrive I am by no means certain it will remedy the difficulty, for reasons I shall hereafter explain.

I had more difficulty in determining how to act on the 4th point. I was not instructed to desire a repeat of the decree, and did not know but that it had been tolerated, from the Soundest motives of political expedience. This Republic had declined calling on is to execute the guarantee, from a spirit of Magnanimity, and strong attachment to own welfare.

This consideration entitled it to some attention in return.  An attempt to press it, with in the pale of the stipulations contained in the 23d and 24th articles of the treaty of Amity and commerce, might give birth to sentiments of a different kind, and create a disposition to call on us to execute that of the treaty of alliance.  The subject was therefore of the utmost delicacy, and I saw that I could not enter on it without the greatest care.  But yet I was persuaded that France gained nothing by the departure, and had reason to believe if it were otherwise she would at the present time concede it for our accommodation: and I knew its importance to our commerce, and especially as it would deprive the Cabinet of St James of the Smallest pretext for continuing the violation on its part.  Upon full consideration of all these circumstances, the paper presented, was drawn and I trust whatever may be its effect, it will have the approbation of the President, since it may prove a beneficial one, and has in no respect compromitted him.  My note was presented a fews days past, and I shall expect an answer as soon as circumstances will permit, paying due regard to the immense weight of business before the department.

Upon the article of Citizenship I have as yet said nothing.  I did not wish to complicate the Subjects which I presented before them too much at any at any one time.  It is however an important one; and shall be soon attended to, as shall likewise the claim for reimbursements of 50,000 dollars advanced to the French Emigrants from St Domingo.


Nothing of great importance has lately taken place in the public councils. The remaining spirit of ancient parties, has, it is true occasionally shown itself, but not with its former vigor, for it seems in a great measure to have withdrawn, and to lurk in the bosoms of the more inveterate only.  Happily a different spirit, more congenial with the temper of the nation, and which inclines to humanity, to peace, and concord, seems to pervade the great mass of the convention. I think this latter will soon prevail so as not only to prevent, at least for the present further enormities, but to heal in some degree the wounds which have already been inflicted. Some latter circumstances authorise this expectation.  Barrere, Collet D’Erbois, and Billaud Narenne of the committee of public safety, and several of the Committee, of surety general, were suspected by many of having countenanced and supported the measures of Robespierre, and it was apprehended that after the perfect and preternatural calm, which ensued his execution, should subside, some discussion would take place on that subject; accordingly they were lately denounced by le Cointre of Versailles, who brought forward a long list of changes against them. But it was immediately seen, that the party in favor of the denunciation, the violent, was weak. The convention heard the accusation with patience, and rejected it with disdain, and le Cointre, himself was eventually censured as a disturber of the public repose. Many of this party were now in their turn alike agitated and alarmed, because they thought they saw in the rejection of the motion the invincible strength of the other party, and the certainty of their own fate. But they were superficial observers of the course of the present revolution, and of the theatre on which they acted. They did not perceive that there was a force in the convention actuated by more humane and dignified principles, able to controul both, and render their extravagant and pernicious efforts abortive and harmless. This latter fact was farther demonstrated by an event which followed immediately after. Under the re-organization of the committee of public safety, it became necessary to re-elect its members; and if the influence of those lately denounced had preponderated, they would of course have been re-chosen. But the contrary was the case, for they were every one rejected, and others preferred, in their stead. I have mentioned this incident because I deem it an important one in the character of the present moment, tending to prove the certainty with which the revolution progresses towards a happy close, since the preponderance of those Councils which are equally distinguished for their wisdom, temperance and humanity continues to increase.

Nor is fortune less propitious to the affairs of this Republic in the field than in the cabinet. Within a few days past Conde and Valenciennes have surrendered to its victorious arms. About 6,000 troops were taken in these garrisons and 1,100 emigrants, and which latter were immediately put to the sword. The rigor with which the emigrants have been pursued continues nearly the same, and seems still to be dictated equally by the sentiments of the public councils, and the people at large:  it will therefore not be easily or soon removed.

The Surrender of these garrisons has relieved from a state of inactivity about 50,000 men who were immediately added to the armies upon the Meuse and on the frontier of Holland. These armies are at present of great strength, and certainty upon the ordinary rules of calculation, not to be resisted by the force now embodied against them. In point of numbers they are by far superior, and they process the means by which this superiority may be increased at pleasure and to any amount. Their discipline too is exact, their spirits high, and enterprize, astonishingly great. Whilst on the other side every thing wears a more gloomy aspect. Their troops use dispirited and daily wasting away by the events of War, and reinforcements have been for a long time past with difficulty obtained, & seem now to be exhausted or at least at a stand. And to increase the embarrassments on their part ‘tis said, a dispute has taken place between Coborg and York for the command, in case they should unite their forces:  the latter having set up a claim in consequence of the great force, Prussians &c. in British pay.

Cobourg occupies at present a position near Maestricht, and York one in the neighbourhood of Bergen-op-zoom.  ‘Tis thought the French will direct this principal force toward these posts, since their conquest will not only lay open the whole Country to the Rhine, but likewise deprive Holland of its chief barrier. They are strong and well provided but deemed by no means impregnable to the ardor and enterprize of the French troops. ‘Tis therefore probable some severe rencountre may take place in each quarter, for Surely nothing but absolute despair will induce the combined powers to abandon them and which they must otherwise do, in case the french continue to exert themselves with their usual vigor.

You will observe I have adopted in my movements here the plan of conciliation, and that I have intimidated in consideration of the alliance subsisting between the two Republics, the preference we have on that and other accounts, for France to any other country.  I have done so not only in obedience to the dictates of my own judgment, but because I thought I thereby followed the spirit of your instructions, and because I well knew I could not otherwise count upon success in any thing I undertook. In the brilliant career of victory which now attends the arms of the Republic you will readily conceive that a cordial but dignified tone, is better calculated to produce a happy effect, than one which was distant, formal, and merely diplomatic.  And I was the more inclined to it from a belief that I saw in the temper of the nation a sincere disposition to accomodate us in all cases within its power, and to cultivate the most perfect harmony between the two countries.  Whether this is real or fallacious time, and a very short one, will now disclose, since I have presented before the Government, propositions which must eventually test it.  I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem Your most obedient servant

Jas Monroe 

