To the Secretary of State

No 5

Paris 7th of Nov. 1794

Sir,

I have been favored with yours of the 30th of July, original and duplicate, and had the pleasure to receive them unopened.

In my two last letters which were of the 15th of September and the 16th of Octr I informed you of the several subjects which I had brought before the Committee of Public Safety as also of the ill success which had attended my efforts to obtain an answer upon any one:  and I am sorry to be Under the necessity now to add that although I have pressed a decision with the utmost possible zeal, yet I have not been able to accomplish the object.  

Being wearied with the delay, I notified to the Committee, soon after the date of my last letter to you, that I should be glad to confer with them or some few members on the subject, provided it comported with their rules in such cases, and would otherwise be agreeable.  The proposition was immediately assented to, and the evening of the same day appointed for the interview.  I attended in their chamber, we had some discussion and which ended in a request on their part that I would present in writing the sum of what I had said, or wished to say, either on the points depending, or any others I might find necessary to bring before them, and which I readily promised to do.

By this time I had obtained from Mr Skipwith a comprehensive statement of the embarrassments attending our trade here, as well those which proceeded from the cruizers of the Republic, and applied to what was destined or cleared out for foreign Countries, as those which proceeded from the Commercial System of France and applied to the direct commerce between the two Republics.  As his report to me specified not only each particular cause of complaint, but likewise furnished facts to support them, I thought it best to make that report the basis of this my second communication on that head.  I accordingly laid it before the Committee with Such comment as appeared to me Suitable; and I now transmit to you a copy of it that you may be apprised how fully the subject is before them.  I was assured that it exhibited a picture which shocked them, for these evils progressing with the course of their own affairs, were long accumulating and had now probably attained a height of which they had no conception.  

As I had reason to suspect that the chief opposition proceeded from those who conducted the public trade, and were attached to that mode, from motives not the most patriotic, I thought it proper to examine the question whether it were best for the Republic to encourage the competition of individuals in neutral Countries, for the supply of its markets, or depend on agencies employed in or sent to those countries for that purpose.  This subject had been incidentally touched in my first note but I thought some benefit might be derived from a more thorough development of it.  With this view I send in at the same time the paper intitled, “Supplemental observations upon the American Commerce &c.”

I felt extremely embarrassed how to touch again their infringement of the treaty of Commerce, whether to call on them to execute it, or leave that question on the ground on which I had first placed it.  You desired me in your last to contest with them the principle, but yet this did not amount to an instruction, nor even convey your idea that it would be advisable to demand of them the execution of those articles.  Upon full consideration therefore I concluded that it was the most safe and sound policy to leave this point where it was before, and in which I was the more confirmed by some circumstances that were afterwards disclosed.

The day after this last communication was presented, I received a letter from the Committee assuring me that the subject ingrossed their entire attention, and that an answer should be given me as soon as possible:  and a few days after this, I was favoured with another, inviting me to a conference at 12 the next day.  I attended and found only the three members of the diplomatic branch of the Committee present, Merlin, de Douay, Thuriot and Threilliard.  Merlin commenced by observing that I had advised and pressed them to execute the 23d & 24th Articles of the treaty of Amity and Commerce, that they were persuaded their compliance would be useful to us but very detrimental to them:  it would likewise be distressing for Frenchmen to see British goods protected by our flag whilst it gave no protection to theirs:  and after making some other comments he finally came to this point “do you insist upon our executing the treaty.”  I replied I had nothing new to add to what I had already said on that head.  Threilliard seemed surprized at the reply and expressed a wish that I would declare myself frankly on the subject.  I told him I was surprised at his remark since I had not only declared myself frankly but liberally.  We then passed from a demand to a more general discussion of the policy in France to execute the treaty, and in which I urged, that if she considered her own interest only she ought not to hesitate, since it gave her the command of neutral bottoms, and under the protection of her own flags to supply her wants, with other considerations which had been before pressed in my notes that were before them.  I was however brought back twice again to the question, “do you insist upon or demand it”?  I found that a positive and formal declaration on this point was the sole object of the interview, and as I perceived that something was intended to be founded on it, either now on hereafter, if given in the affirmative, I was the more resolved to avoid it & to adhere to the ground I had already taken.  I therefore repeated my declaration and in the most explicit terms, that I was not instructed by the President to insist on it, nor did I insist it.  That their compliance would certainly be highly beneficial to my Country, but that in my observations I had considered the proposition merely in relation to France, and wished them to do the same, since I was satisfied that the true interest of France dictated the measures.  They all expressed an attachment to us, spoke much of the difficulty of their situation, and of the peculiar delicacy in adopting in the present state of the public mind, any measure which might be construed as eventually favoring England, and thus the conference ended.  

In revolving the subject over since, I have been doubtful, whether the solicitude shewn to draw from me a decisive answer to the question, “whether I insisted or demanded of them execute the articles of the treaty,” was merely intended as the basis of their own act complying with it, & a justification for themselves in so doing, or as a ground to call on us hereafter, in the prosecution of the War against England, to fulfil the Guaranty.  I was at the moment of the discussion in the committee, of the latter opinion, but I must confess upon a more general view of all circumstances, that have passed under my observations since my arrival that I am at present inclined to be of the former.  I rather think as there is an opposition to the measure and it would commence an important change in their system, and might also be construed into a partiality for England, a nation by no means in favour here; that the dread of denunciation in the course of events suggested it.  Be this as it may, I am perfectly satisfied it would be impolitic to demand it, since the refusal would weaken the connexion between the two Countries, and the compliance upon the motive, might perhaps not only produce the same effect, but likewise excite a disposition to press us on other points, upon which it were better to avoid any discussion.  I hope however soon to obtain an answer and a favorable one; if the subject was before the Convention in the light it stands before the Committee, I am convinced it would long since have been the case.  But ‘tis difficult to get it there, for if I carried it there myself, it would be deemed a kind of denunciation of the Committee.  Yesterday there was a change of several of the members of that Body and which I deem, from my knowledge of those elected favorable to our views.  Be assured that I shall continue to press this business with all suitable energy and in the mode that shall appear to me most eligible, and in the interim, that I will do every thing in my power to prevent abuses under the existing system.

Upon the subject of the 50,000 dollars, advanced for the emigrants from St Domingo I have made no formal demand, because I wished the other points which were depending settled first, from an apprehension that if they granted several little matters, it might fortify them in a disposition to reject those that were important.  I have however conferred informally upon it, and have no doubt it will be peremplorily allowed; I think therefore this should be calculated on by the department of the treasury.  I will certainly bring it before them shortly, as I shall immediately the affair of the Consul in the isle of France, upon which latter point however permit me respectfully to add, that the appointment of a person not an American, perhaps and Englishman, to the Office of the Consul, has not only been the cause of the disrespect shewn to our authority, but even of the embarrassments to which our Countrymen were exposed there.

With respect to the business with Algiers, I have not known how to act.  It will be difficult for France, in the present state of affairs, to support the measures of our resident in Portugal or for them to concert any plan of co-operation.  It seems however, in every view, proper to rid ourselves of the person in Switzerland, who I understand, has been in readiness to prosecute the business for some time past.  I have in consequence written him a letter in conformity to your idea of which I enclose you a copy & which I presume he will consider as a respectful discharge.  I am inclined to think that France will co-operate with us upon this point, and if any plan can be adopted by which she may forward the measures of Colo Humphreys, I will endeavour to avail him of it.  But certainly if it is expected that her aid will be efficacious, or that she will embark with zeal in the business, the whole should be concerted and executed from this quarter.  Perhaps, as I have heard nothing from Col. Humphreys, the business is now done, or he is pursuing it without calculating upon any aid from France.  A letter which was presented my by Mr Cathalan our Consul at Marseilles and who is now here (as are Mr Fenwick, Dobree & Coffyn, a son of the Consul and who came to represent his father) from Captn O’Brien, and which I now in close, will shew you the state of the business in August last.  Be assured I shall be happy to render my Country any service in this distressing business, in my power, even by visiting Algiers if it were necessary.

I have inquired into the character of our Consuls at the several ports, I mean those who are French-men, for Mr Fenwick’s is well known, Viz:  La Motte at Havre, Dobree at Nantes, Coffyn at Dunkirk and Cathalan at Marseilles, and find them likewise all men of understanding and of excellent reputation, attached to our Country and grateful for the confidence reposed in them.  If displaced, it will subject them to some censure; I do not therefore wish it, tho’ I most earnestly advise that in future none but Americans be appointed.

I was extremely concerned upon my arrival here to find that our Countryman Mr Paine and likewise Madame La fayette were in prison, the former of whom had been confined near nine months and the latter about two.  I was immediately intreated by both to endeavour to obtain their enlargement.  I assured them of the interest which America had in their welfare, of the regard entertained for them by the President, and of the pleasure with which I should embrace every opportunity to serve them, but observed at the same time that, they must be sensible it would be difficult for me to take any step officially in behalf of either, and altogether impossible in behalf of Madame La Fayette.  This was admmitted by her friend who assured me, her only wish was, that I would have her situation in view and render her informally what services I might be able, without compromitting the credit of our government with this.  I assured him she might confide in this with certainty, and further that in case any extremity was threatened that I would go beyond that line and do every thing in my power, let the consequence be what it might to myself to save her.. With this she was satisfied.  She still continues confined, nor do I think it probably she will be soon released.  I have assured her that I would Supply her with money and with whatever she wanted, but as yet none has been accepted tho’ I think she will soon be compelled to avail herself of this resource.  

The case was different with Mr Paine; he was actually a citizen of the United States and of the United States only: for the revolution which parted us from Britain broke the allegiance which was before due to the crown of all those who took our side: he was of course not a british subject: nor was he strictly a citizen of France, for he came by invitation for the temporary purpose of assisting in the formation of their government only, and meant to withdraw to America when that should be completed; and what confirms this, is the act of the Convention itself arresting him by which he is declared to be a foreigner.  Mr Paine pressed my interference.  I told him I had hopes of getting him enlarged without it, but if I did, it could only be by requesting that he be tried in case there was any charge against him, and liberated only in case there was none.  This was admitted.  His correspondence with me is lengthy and interesting & I may probably be able hereafter to send you a copy of it.  After some time had elapsed without producing any change in his favor, as he was pressing and in ill health, I finally resolved to address this Committee of Surety generale in his behalf, resting my application on the above principle.  My letter was delivered by my Secretary in the Committee to the President who assured him he would communicate its contents immediately to the Committee of Public Safety and give me an answer as soon as possible.  The conference took place accordingly between the two committees and as I presume on that night or the succeeding day for on the morning of the day after which was yesterday, I was presented by the Secretary of the Committee of Surety general with an order for his enlargement.  I forwarded it immediately to the Luxembourg and had it carried into effect, and have the pleasure to add that his is not only restored to the enjoyment of his liberty, but in good spirits.  I send you a copy of my letter to the Committee of surety general and of their reply.

Since my last the French have taken Coblentz and some other post in its neighbourhood, they have likewise taken Pampeluna and broken the whole of the Spanish line, thro’ a considerable extent of Country.  About twenty standards taken from the routed Spaniards were presented to the convention a few days past.  

I likewise send in the inclosed papers a decree respecting the Jacobins, by which all correspondence between the different societies is prohibited as likewise is the presenting a Petition to the Convention in their character as such, with some other restraints I do not at present recollect.  With great respect and esteem, I am, Dear Sir, your most Obt & very Humble Servant.

Jas Monroe      

