To the Secretary of State

No 6

Paris   Novr 20th 1794

Sir,

I was favoured about five weeks past with a letter from Mr Gardoqui minister of finance in Spain inclosing one for Mr Otto formerly in America, at present chief of a bureau in the department of Foreign affairs, mentioning the decline of his health, and requesting my co-operation in soliciting of this government, permission to visit certain baths within the jurisdiction of the republic.  The application surprized me: the season was too far advanced for him to derive any benefit from the use of waters, and I was not apprized that those suggested were better than others within his reach: besides Mr Gardoqui and myself were, in consequence of a collision, on the much litigated question of the Missisippi, not on the most cordial footing in America, certainly not on such an one as to authorize his application to me on this point.  The disguise was therefore too thin to hide from me the true object.  I immediately inferred it was the body politic of Spain that was disordered, and of which some symptoms were previously known to me, and not the animal one of Mr Gardoqui.  As I did not wish to become the instrument of Spain in this business, nor even incur the suspicion of being favorable to her views, since I well knew it would injure the U. States here, and proportionally benefit Spain, I declined delivering the letter to Mr Otto, or answering for the time, that to Mr Gardoqui.  About three weeks afterwards I recd a letter, which confirmed me in the opinion first entertained that the object was to open the door thro’ me to the commencement of a negociation for peace.  I found therefore that it became necessary I should take some step in regard to this business, and was resolved in consequence to make the incident productive of some good to the United States if possible, and of none to Spain.

When I reflected that we had interfering claims with Spain, as well in regard to the boundaries as the Missisippi, and that we had a minister there negotiating upon these points; that the negociation was closed without producing a satisfactory adjustment to us, on the contrary that Spain was probably in concert with England exciting the Indians against us, I had little doubt that this movement of Mr Gardoqui was an insidious one; and I was the more confirmed in this opinion from the further consideration that he had made the application to me without the knowlege of Mr Short, thro’ whom it ought to have been made, had the proposition been a candid one, and founded on any claim of Spain on the United States.  I was therefore the more resolved to suffer myself to be restrained by no unmerited and false motives of delicacy towards Mr Gardoqui in the manner in which I should treat the subject.

I was persuaded that a peace with Spain at the present moment whilst our claims were unsettled would be detrimental to the United States at the same time that it could be no object with France.  Such a peace would free spain from a pressure, which shakes at the present moment her monarchy to the foundation.  By continuing the War it enables the United States, in case they should take decisive measures to do what they pleased with her on our side the Atlantic; for ‘tis not reasonable to suppose that when the French troops are over running great part of that country and her whole force is exerted for safety at home that she would be able to make any opposition to such effort as we might make against her in America.  A peace with France would change the state of things and leave spain at liberty to exert her whole force against us. 

I was likewise persuaded it was the interest of France to have our accomodation in view, & So to arrange matters, that our affairs should be adjusted with this power, and England likewise at the same moment and when she should adjust her own: for if she should make peace with those powers leaving them at liberty to act against us, she would not only expose us to great and unnecessary detriment, but hazard also the probability of being drawn again into the war, in case it should take an adverse course against us.

Upon full consideration therefore of all circumstances I thought it best to lay Mr Gardoqui’s letters before the Committee of Public Safety with my free comments upon them.  I did so, telling them explicitly that in my opinion it was the wish of Spain not only to treat for peace but that she had addressed herself thro’ me with the most insidious view.  I explained to them our situation with respect to Britain and Spain, assuring them that we were threatened with a War from both.  I also commented on the indelicacy and artifice of Mr Gardoqui in applying to me without the knowlege of Mr Short, and resting it upon the ground of antient friendship which was not quite so great as he had intimated.  I assured them at the same time that if I could be of any service in forwarding their wishes in regard to peace, in the present or any other instance, it was the wish of the United States I should be, and that it would personally give me great pleasure to render it.  I dwelt upon the danger to which we should be exposed in case France made a peace before our differences were adjusted.  The communication was well received, and it was arranged in regard to France, that I should answer Mr Gardoqui’s letter declining any agency myself, but advising his direct application to the Committee in case he continued indisposed, (and of which there can be little doubt as the French have lately gained some important victories in that quarter) and from when I was persuaded, he would receive a satisfactory answer.  A letter to this effect was forwarded to him about five days past. 

In the close of this affair I was invited by the diplomatic members of the Committee to a conference upon a new topic.  I was informed it was their intention to press the war against England in particular, but were distressed for Funds.  I was asked, would any aid be obtained from the United States.  I told them I was satisfied if it could be rendered it would be.  This incident furnished a second opportunity of pressing the impropriety of their making any peace before our differences were also accommodated.  I preferred however putting my thoughts on this subject on paper, a copy of which I now send you.  It will show you precisely what has been said on this head.  This was handed in yesterday and of course has not been answered yet.

Whether France will make any arrangement with us upon this point I cannot tell.  When I mentioned in Committee the danger which menaced us of a war from Britain and Spain, I asked what reliance might we have on France in such an event and was answered they should consider it a common cause.  No other arrangement can be made short of direct war than that or lending France money, for an assurance that she will secure for us an adjustment of our differences with Britain and Spain.  Indeed I am of opinion at present that if we laid our hands upon our just rights violated by those powers, that they would bear it patiently and join in assuring  the world it was not the commencement of hostilities, but would be accommodated amicably by our envoy Extraordinary at the one Court and resident at the other.

And if the United States ever mean to assert those rights, the present is certainly of all others the most suitable moment.  The fortune of France is at the height of splendour, and theirs in the almost state of depression.  Her arms are every where triumphant, and theirs every [    ]* routed and broken; I mean by land.  Maestricht has lately surrendered whereby 8000 troops were yielded with 300 pieces of cannon and other warlike stores in great abundance.  Nimegeun was likewise taken a few days afterwards and ‘tis said that commotions were taking place in Holland and that 5 provinces have formally resolved to dismiss the Stadtholder, reform their governments by the republican standard and ally with France.  This must be felt in England and will probably excite disturbance there.  In any event it will produce such effect that if America strikes the blow her own interest dictates, and she well merits from her, it must be decisive, and if not ruinous to the fortunes of that proud and undeserving nation will most probably secure us the objects we have in view.

Within a few days past two deputies were appointed by the Committee of Public Safety, by consent of the convention to some secret trust, whose names and offices are unknown.  ‘Tis thought they are empowered to treat on peace; but this tho’ probable, as well as the powers in view, are only matters of conjecture.

I apprized you I had written in my last to Col. Humphreys on the subject of Algiers.  As yet I have not heard from him touching this subject.  I have since received a proposition from Matta, by the Chargé des affairs of that Government, and which I send for your consideration.  You will give me such answer as shall be deemed proper.

Within a few days past the Hall of the Jacobins has been shut up by the convention and Carrier, formerly representative at Nantes, voted by that body as meriting a trial by the revolutionary tribunal.  With great respect and esteem, I am Dear Sir, Sincerely yours,








Jas. Monroe

* This blank is in the original.  

